Fact sheet

Suppliers and users of workplace
hazardous chemicals — Adoption of
GHS 7

GHS 7 is now the only system that can be used to classify and
label newly manufactured and imported hazardous chemicals and
to prepare safety data sheets (SDS) in Australia. This information
sheet is for suppliers and users of workplace hazardous
chemicals.

Australia has now transitioned from the 3rd revised edition of the GHS (GHS 3) to the 7th revised edition of
the GHS (GHS 7).

Suppliers and users of hazardous chemicals have additional duties under the model Work Health and Safety
(WHS) Regulations. This includes ensuring the hazardous chemicals are correctly labelled and have an SDS
prepared in accordance with GHS 7. The SDS must be readily accessible to those who handle, store or use
hazardous chemicals at work.

For more information about GHS 7 classification and labelling requirements, please refer to the information
sheet for manufacturers and importers of hazardous chemicals.

1. What’s new in GHS 7?

GHS 7 introduced several changes to classification, labelling and SDS requirements for workplace hazardous
chemicals. The key changes between GHS 3 and GHS 7 are:

e new hazard categories and classes for:
o desentisied explosives
o pyrophoric gases
o chemically unstable gases
o non-flammable aerosols
e updated precautionary statements.
In addition to these changes, the definition of ‘hazardous chemical’ under the model WHS Regulations was
amended to capture all chemicals classified under Eye irritation - category 2, including the previously exempt

Eye irritation - category 2B. Chemicals that are classified under the Eye irritation - category 2 hazard category
can be further categorised as Category 2A and 2B, but this is not mandatory in Australia.

For more information, see the information sheet on the changes in chemical classification and labelling under
GHS 7.

2.Duties of suppliers

A supplier is anyone who supplies a hazardous chemical that may be used at a workplace. This includes
intermediaries in the supply chain such as distributors and wholesalers.

Suppliers of hazardous chemicals must:
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e make sure, so far as is reasonably practicable, that chemicals they supply are without risks to health
and safety, and

e provide SDS with hazardous chemicals.

In addition, a supplier must not supply hazardous chemicals to workplaces if they know, or ought reasonably
to know, that the chemicals are not correctly labelled.

e What do suppliers need to do?

Manufacturers and importers of newly manufactured and imported hazardous chemicals can now only
classify, label and prepare SDS in accordance with GHS 7.

You must ensure that you only supply hazardous chemicals manufactured or imported on or after 1 January
2023 to a workplace if they are labelled and have SDS prepared in accordance with GHS 7.

You can continue to supply hazardous chemicals manufactured or imported before 1 January 2023 that are
labelled in accordance with GHS 3 until stocks runs out, even if that occurs on or after 1 January 2023.

However, if the manufacturer or importer has updated the SDS as part of Australia’s adoption to GHS 7, then
you must supply the updated SDS alongside the GHS 3 labelled hazardous chemicals the first time the GHS 3
labelled hazardous chemicals are supplied after the SDS is amended.

3. Users of workplace hazardous chemicals

Users of hazardous chemicals are not required to re-label or dispose of existing stock.

From 1 January 2023, you must ensure that you only accept hazardous chemicals manufactured or imported
on or after 1 January 2023 that have been labelled and have a SDS prepared in accordance with GHS 7.

It is okay to keep using, handling and storing hazardous chemicals, or accept any stock:

e supplied before 1 January 2017 and labelling in accordance with the National Code of Practice for the
Labelling of Workplace Substances [NOHSC: 2012 (1994)]

e supplied before 1 January 2023 and labelled in accordance with GHS 3
¢ manufactured or imported before 1 January 2023 and labelled in accordance with GHS 3.

If you have stock that is labelled in accordance with NOHSC: 2012 (1994) or GHS 3, you must check with the

manufacturer, importer, or supplier to see if an updated SDS is available to include as part of your hazardous

chemical register. Note that for certain chemicals that have not been manufactured or imported in the past five
years, an updated SDS may not be available.

Further information

For further information, including a suite of guidance documents on Australia’s adoption of GHS 7, see
the Safe Work Australia website.
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